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which the Secretary recognizes an
agency. The Secretary may place a
limitation on the scope of an agency’s
recognition for Title IV, HEA purposes.
The Secretary’s designation of scope
defines the recognition granted accord-
ing to—

(1) Geographic area of accrediting ac-
tivities;

(2) Types of degrees and certificates
covered;

(3) Types of institutions and pro-
grams covered;

(4) Types of preaccreditation status
covered, if any; and

(5) Coverage of accrediting activities
related to distance education, if any.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Education or any
official or employee of the Department
acting for the Secretary under a dele-
gation of authority.

Senior Department official means the
senior official in the U.S. Department
of Education who reports directly to
the Secretary regarding accrediting
agency recognition.

State means a State of the Union,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, the Federated
States of Micronesia, and the Republic
of Palau. The latter three are also
known as the Freely Associated States.

Teach-out agreement means a written
agreement between institutions that
provides for the equitable treatment of
students if one of those institutions
stops offering an educational program
before all students enrolled in that pro-
gram have completed the program.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

Subpart B—The Criteria for
Recognition

BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

§ 602.10 Link to Federal programs.
The agency must demonstrate that—
(a) If the agency accredits institu-

tions of higher education, its accredita-
tion is a required element in enabling
at least one of those institutions to es-
tablish eligibility to participate in
HEA programs; or

(b) If the agency accredits institu-
tions of higher education or higher
education programs, or both, its ac-
creditation is a required element in en-
abling at least one of those entities to
establish eligibility to participate in
non-HEA Federal programs.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.11 Geographic scope of accred-
iting activities.

The agency must demonstrate that
its accrediting activities cover—

(a) A State, if the agency is part of a
State government;

(b) A region of the United States that
includes at least three States that are
reasonably close to one another; or

(c) The United States.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.12 Accrediting experience.
(a) An agency seeking initial recogni-

tion must demonstrate that it has—
(1) Granted accreditation or

preaccreditation—
(i) To one or more institutions if it is

requesting recognition as an institu-
tional accrediting agency and to one or
more programs if it is requesting rec-
ognition as a programmatic accred-
iting agency;

(ii) That covers the range of the spe-
cific degrees, certificates, institutions,
and programs for which it seeks rec-
ognition; and

(iii) In the geographic area for which
it seeks recognition; and

(2) Conducted accrediting activities,
including deciding whether to grant or
deny accreditation or preaccreditation,
for at least two years prior to seeking
recognition.

(b) A recognized agency seeking an
expansion of its scope of recognition
must demonstrate that it has granted
accreditation or preaccreditation cov-
ering the range of the specific degrees,
certificates, institutions, and programs
for which it seeks the expansion of
scope.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1099b)

§ 602.13 Acceptance of the agency by
others.

The agency must demonstrate that
its standards, policies, procedures, and
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